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Abstract

This study aimed to develop, validate and check the reliability of the Children’s Early Learning Assessment Tool
(CELAT) for children aged 30—-35 months in Phnom Penh of Cambodia. The methodology involved two
phases including tool development and implementation. A technical committee of five experts evaluated
30 items across four developmental domains. The instrument comprises 30 items covering four domains
of child development such as physical and health, cognitive, language, and socio-emotional. Each item
was assessed using a 4-point Likert scale. The technical committee reviewed the instrument for content
validity, age-appropriate criteria, and assessment methods to prevent child disengagement. A pilot study
was conducted with 60 children aged 30-35 months at both daycare centers and homes. Results indicated
that all items scored above the acceptable threshold in terms of validity and reliability. The content validity
ranged from 2.01 to 3.50. The reliability of each indicator is demonstrated by high Cronbach's alpha values,
showing strong internal consistency across physical and health (o = .848), cognitive (a = .931), language
(a=.829), and social-emotional (a = .885) domains. These findings demonstrate that the CELAT is a
valid and reliable instrument for measuring early childhood development and predicting educational outcomes.
The study advocates for integrating CELAT into Cambodia’s early childhood education framework to enhance
learning experiences and support developmental needs. Future research should focus on longitudinal

studies to assess CELAT's long-term impact on child development and educational practices.
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